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There is much confusion these
days over what the Bible teaches
about the church. HereatFaith Bap-
tist Bible College and Theological
Seminary we are often asked what
we believe in this area, and we are
glad for the opportunity to set forth
ourconvictions. Thereis much more
that could be said about the church
but these comments reflect our ba-
sicunderstanding of what the Scrip-
tures teach.

", .. it is the will of God
for believers . .. to
publicly express their
faith in Christ...”

Significance

We believe that the doctrine of
the church is just as significant as
any of the other grand teachings of
Scripture. Furthermore, we believe
that the doctrine of the church is
vital and important for a proper
understanding and observance of
the plan of God for believers in this
age.
Nature—Distinct from Israel

We believe that the church be-
ganonthe day of Pentecost with the
unique indwelling and baptizing
ministries of the Spirit of God, and
that all genuine believers during
this age (from Pentecost until the
Rapture) comprise this body, with
Christ as its Head. The church is
distinct from national Israel, and
the promises, prophecies and des-
tiny of each group should be kept
separate. The church will be com-

pleted when our Lord returns in the
air to take us to be with Himself in
the Rapture before the tribulation
period begins on earth.
Nature of its Commission

Webelieve that the commission
entrusted to the church is not one
primarily of a social, political, or
economic naturebut ratheris one of
evangelizationand the establishing
of local churches where biblically-
baptized believers associate “by
covenant in the faith and fellow-
ship of the Gospel.”
Water Baptism

We believe that it is the will of
God forbelievers in this age to pub-
licly express their faith in Christ,
their identification with His death
and resurrection, and their desire to
walk in holiness by undergoing
water baptism—the single immer-
sion of a believer in the name of the
triune God. Whilebaptismis a sym-
bol of aninward reality, its outward
observance has been commanded
by our Lord. Baptism is the identi-
fying badge of a Christian, and is
therefore a prerequisite to local
church membership and its privi-
leges (including regular participa-
tion in its programs, and its obser-
vance of the Lord’s supper).
The Lord's Supper

We believe that the Lord’s sup-
per is a memorial picture of our
Lord’s death on our behalf, a testi-
mony of our present identification
with Him and His people, and a
reminder that while He is absent
from us presently, the day awaits
when we shall be together forever
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withHimat His return. Participants
should be genuine believers who
havebeenscripturally baptized and
are walking in obedience and fel-
lowship with Him.
The Church's Importance
and Definition

Webelieve that the local church
has been established by God as the
institution through which He nor-
mally carries out His work in this
age. Therefore it has a sacred pre-
eminence over other religious orga-
nizations and is described in scrip-
tureas “the pillarand ground of the
truth” (ITim. 3:15). Its members are
baptized believers who are united
indoctrinal conviction, godly walk,
and intend to carry out the church
covenant and the purposes for
which thelocal church exists. Those

"...thelocal church ... [is]
the institution through which
[God] normally carries out
His work in this age."

purposes include evangelism at
home and around the world, the
observance of the ordinances, the
building up of the saints, maturing
them and equipping them for min-
istry through fellowship, encour-
agement, the systematic preaching
and teaching of God’s Word, and
opportunity for ministry.
The Church's Government

We believe that our Lord has
entrusted to each church the right
to govern itself through congrega-
tional action, and that no one per-



sonororganization—whether from
within or without the church—
should assume or exercise such au-
thority. Each congregation, there-
fore, is the sole decision-making
body, and its will is final. It is the
privilege of God’s people to seek
the mind of Christ and then to act
accordingly.
The Church's Officers

Our Lord has given to His
churches two specific officers, and
these are the pastor (elder, bishop)
and deacons. The pastor is a man
called by God who functions as the
shepherd of the flock by providing
a mature and godly example for
themto follow, by faithfully preach-
ing and teaching the Word of God,
and by using his overseeing office
to alert his people to danger and to
givethemleadership and direction.
Deacons are men who function as
helpers to the pastor. Their respon-
sibility is to serve and minister
within the local church under the
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direction of the pastoral office. We
reject the concept of a plurality of
ruling elders.

Churches which follow these
biblical guidelines should not be
ashamed of their distinctive
Baptistic qualities nor should their
people hesitate to use the designa-
tion “Baptist” in identifying them-
selves, their convictions, or their
local church.
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About FBTS

Seminary . .. learning to think,
developing adiscerning spirit, hav-
ing a sensitivity to others and their
needs, maintaining a servant's atti-
tude, sharpening ministry and other
leadership skills, mastering the con-
tent of Scripture, and developing
firm doctrinal convictions.

The goal of Faith Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary is to train leaders
for Christian service as capable
teachers and preachers. FBTS seeks
to fire the hearts of students along
with challenging their minds.

To learn more about our
seminary call 1-800-352-0147.
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