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There is much con血sion these

days over what the Bible teaches

about the church. Here at Faith Bap-

tist Bible Co皿ege and TheoIogical

Sen血ary we are often asked what

we believe in this area, and we are

glad for the opportunity to set forth

our convictions. There is nⅢCh more

that could be said about the church

but these comments refl∝t Our ba-

sic understanding of what the Scrip-

tures teach.
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Significance

We believe that the doc億ine of

the church is just as significant as

any of the other grand teachings of

Scrip山re・ Furthermore′ We beHeve

that the doctrine of the church is

vital and important for a proper

understanding and observanee of

the plan of God for benevers in this

age・

Nature-Distinct血om Israel

We believe that the church be-

gan on the day ofPent∝OSt With the

uni‘叫e indwelling and baptizing

mihistries of the Spirit of God′ and

that an genuine believers during

this age (from Pentecost until the

Rap山re) comprise this body′ with

Christ as its Head. The church is

distinct from national israel, and

the promises′ PrOPh∝ies and des-

tiny of each group should be kept

separate・ The church wi皿be com一

Pleted when our Lord re山ms in the

air to take us to be with Himself in

the Rap山re before the tribulation

Period begins on earth・

Nature of its Commission

We beHeve that the commission

entrusted to the church is not one

P血narily of a social′ POlitical′ Or

econon竜c nature but rather is one of

evangehzation and the establishing

Of local churches where bibncally-

baptized believers associate ′′by

covenant in the faith and fe皿ow-

Ship of the Gospel.’’

Water Baptism

We believe that it is the wi11 of

God for benevers in this age to pub-

1icly express their faith in Christ′

their identification with His death

and resurr∝tion, and their desire to

Walk in holiness by undergolng

Water baptism-the slngle immer-

sion of a believer in the rrame of the

triune God・ While baptism is a sym-

boI ofan inward reality, its outward

observance has been commanded

by our Lord. Baptism is the identi-

fying badge of a Christian, and is
therefore a prerequisite to Iocal

Church membership and its pnvl-

leges (including regular participa-

tion in its programs′ and its obser-

vance of the Lord’s supper).

The Lord's Supper

We beneve that the Lord’s sup-

Per is a memorial pic巾re of our

Lord′s death on our behalL a testi-

mony of our present identification

With Him and His people, and a

reminder that while He is absent

from us presently, the day awaits

when we sha皿be together forever
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With Him at His re山m. Participants

Should be genuine believers who

have been scripturally baptizくねand

are walking in obedience and fel-

lowship with Him・

The Church's Importance

and Definition

We believe that the local church

has been estabhihed by God as the

institution through which He nor-

mally carries out His work in this

age. Therefore it has a sacred pre-

e血nence over other rengious orga-

nizations and is describ〔遭in scnp-

山re as ’’the p皿ar and ground of the

truth′′ (I Tim. 3:15). Its members are

baptized believers who are united

in doctrinal ⊂Onviction, gOdly walk,

and intend to carry out the church

COVenant and the purposes for

which the local church exists. Those
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PurPOSeS include evangelism at
home and around the world, the

Observanee of the oIdinances, the

building up of the saints, maturing

them and equlPPing them for min一

istry through fellowship, enCOurL

agement, the systematic preaching

and teaching of God’s Word, and

OPPOr巾nity for ministry.

The Churchls Govemment

We believe that our Lord has

entrusted to each church the right

to govem itself through congrega-

tional action, and that no one per-



SOn Or Onganization-Whether fro m

Within or without the church_

Should assune or exercise such au_

thority・ Each congregation, there-

fdre′ is the sole d∝ision-making

body, and its wi皿is final. It is the

Privilege of God′s people to seek

the mind of Christ and then to act

acco出血gly・

The Church's Officers

Our Lord has glVen tO His

Churches two specific o鯖cers, and

these are the pastor (elder′ bishop)

and deacons. The pastor is a man

Called by God who functions as the

Shepherd of the血ock by providing

a mature and godly example for

them to fchow与by falth細Iy preach-

mg and teaching the Word of God,

and by using his overseeing office

to alert his people to danger and to

glVe them leadership and dir∝tion.

Deacous are men who血nction as

helpers to the pastor. Their respon-

Sibility is to serve and minister

Within the local church under the
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direction of the pastoral o航ce. We

reject the concept of a plue血ty of

ruling elders.

Churches which follow these

bibHcal guidelines should not be

ashamed of their distinctive

Baptistic `叫anties nor should their

PeOPle hesitate to use the designa-

tion ′′Baptist′′ in identifying them-

Selves′ their convictions, Or their

local church.
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Senrinary … leammg to址nk,

developing a disceming spirit′ hav-

mg a sensitivity to others and their

needs′ maintaining a servant's atti一

山de, Sharpenmg ministry and other

leadership skills′ mastering the con-

tent of Scrip山re′ and developing

firm doctrinal convictions.

The goal of Faith Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary is to train leaders

for Christian service as capable

teachers and preachers・ FBrs seeks

to fire the hcarts of students along

With cha皿enging their minds.

To learn more about our

Seminary can l -800-352-01 47.
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